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Call for Presentations for the 2021 McMaster Symposium & Academic Colloquium 

The McMaster School is pleased to announce the call for presentations for the McMaster 

Symposium and Academic Colloquium on April 14th. Due to the ever-changing nature of the 

COVID-19 situation, we will be moving forward with plans for the McMaster Symposium and 

Academic Colloquium utilizing a variety of formats to allow for the most flexibility. Presentations 

may specifically address the theme of the McMaster Symposium: The Question of Individual Liberties as 

Critical to Improving the Human Condition; or the presentation may focus on a disciplinary topic as part 

of the Academic Colloquium. The goal is to showcase students’ academic scholarship. 

Application to present can be found on the McMaster School website:  

ww.defiance.edu/mcmaster/symposium/ 

 

 

Oral Presentations  

1. Faculty moderated student panel (50 minutes)  

Oral Presentations that involve more than one presenter will be pre-recorded and accompanied by 

breakout rooms. This will provide an opportunity for the attendees to engage in real time with the 

presenters. This presentation type will consist of a pre-recorded introduction to the topic presented by the 

panelists (10-30 minutes) followed by breakout rooms each hosted by one of the panelists. The breakout 

rooms will be either face-to-face in classroom that facilitate social distancing or in virtual spaces on 

Google Meet. 

These sessions will be recorded starting March 1st through March 31st.  In the breakout rooms, 

the panelists can continue the discussion, host a Q & A session, or otherwise engage the attendees in an 

interactive way. The breakout rooms will run the remainder of the presentation’s 50 minute time slot. 

Faculty advisors will be contacted by Mia Mathews to schedule taping once the application to present has 

been submitted.  

ALL McMaster Learning Communities will be presenting using the above format. All taping for the 

Learning Communities will take place Feb 15th – March 1st. McMaster Learning Communities do not 

need to complete an application to present.  Please contact Mia Mathews at mmathews@defiance.edu to 

schedule your learning community.  

2. Individual presentation (25 minutes) 

Student individual presentations will be hosted either in classrooms that can facilitate social 

distancing or in Google Meet sessions depending on the constraints at the time of the symposium. All of 

these sessions will be scheduled through the McMaster Office and will take place in real time on April 

14th regardless of the format. 
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Poster Presentations 

Student posters will be hosted on a virtual platform (virtualpostersession.org). The process will be as 

follows: 

1) Students complete an application to present → http://www.defiance.edu/mcmaster/symposium/ 

2) McMaster Office will notify the Faculty Advisor that their student has applied to present. 

3) Students create and submit posters to faculty for approval. 

4) Faculty approval of completed posters needs to be sent to Mia Mathews 

(mmathews@defiance.edu) by 12pm Friday, March 26th. 

5) Mia Mathews will send each student the link for uploading their poster to the virtual platform and 

aid with the uploading process if needed. All student posters are to be uploaded by April 5th. 

6) Each student will be assigned a time to present their poster on April 14th which will be indicated 

in the program schedule.  

- During their assigned time, students will be available for discussion about their poster in a 

Google Meet session attached to their poster slot (see figure below).  

*A poster workshop will be hosted virtually by Professor Beverly Fanning as a resource to students. 

*All posters will be hosted on a virtual platform this year. → No posters will be printed. 

*The “Join the Discussion” button in the figure below allows viewers to comment on the poster via an 

asynchronous chat. 
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