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60 YEARS AT DC

Derricotte children choose fo honor parents
through a Defiance College scholarship

by Kathy Punches °96, Director of Public
Relations and Marketing

hen Ray Derricotte graduated from

Defiance College in 1950, he began
what would become a long college tradition
for members of his family. In fact, all eight of
Ray and Jean Derricotte’s children attended
DC. Though his children enjoyed the benefits
of having a parent on the college staff with
their father as the College’s controller for 35
years, Ray believes they were attracted to the
college for what it offers in the classroom and
on campus.

Now the Derricotte children have joined
to honor their parents with creation of the
Raymond and Jean Derricotte Endowment
Scholarship Fund at Defiance College. The
scholarship will recognize and give financial
assistance to persons enrolled or planning to
enroll as fulltime undergraduate students.

Son Chuck said, “When my brothers
and sisters first discussed establishing a
scholarship recognizing our parents and
their achievements, it just made sense. We
realized how many lives they have touched
from school involvement, church, community
activities and coach, to den mother. This
excludes the time and commitment that both
had and continue to have with Defiance
College.”

A Defiance native, Ray briefly attended
Howard University in Washington, D.C.,
after graduating from Defiance High School.
He was drafted into military service at 18.
Returning to Defiance after World War II, he
studied accounting and business at Defiance
College through the GI Bill.

In 1960, he was approached by then-
president Kevin McCann about the position
of director of the college’s business office.
Over the years, Ray worked with four DC
presidents — McCann, W. Noel Johnston,
Marvin Ludwig, and James Harris.
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Education has always been a high
priority in the Derricotte family. Ray served
on the Ayersville Board of Education for 24
years. “The children knew from the minute
they started school that they would go to
college,” Ray recalled in an interview at the
time of his retirement.

And they all did go to college. Receiving
diplomas from Defiance College were:
Ramona Slocum ’75, who now lives in
Chagrin Falls; Raymond Jr. (Chip) ’76,
Lorain; Susan Dinardo ’78, Aurora; Laura
’83, Beechwood; Charles (Chuck) 86,
Amberst; Thomas 95, living and working

Left to right, seated: Jean and Ray; standing: Tom,
Chuck, Laura, Tammy, Schon, Ramona, Susan, Chip. At
right, daughter Tammy and Dad work on a service project

during Tammy's time as a DC student.
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in Germany;
and Tammy
Watts *99,
Columbus.
Son Schon,
Amberst,
attended DC
but received his

degree from another institution.

The siblings looked for a way to show
appreciation to their parents for the example
they have set. “When we started talking about
forming a scholarship, I really thought it
was the perfect idea,” said Tom. “Sometimes



it is hard to quantify the good things they
have done, but this is one way to put it in a
physical reminder that hopefully will go on
forever.

“I have always thought that we (the kids)
are their legacy, and what we do reflects on
them, so it is up to us to be the best people
that we can be and follow their example.
They have always been and will be my role
models. Hopefully, this will provide the same
opportunity to others.”

Daughter Ramona expressed that her
parents have done a good job of building a
strong, healthy family — which now consists
of eight children, 10 grandchildren, and one
great-grandchild on the way. “Mom and Dad
have given us their love and have lived their
values. The lives they have built for all of
us have been built on a foundation of faith,
commitment to family and community, and a
firm belief in the value of education.”

Chuck added that he and his siblings
hope this scholarship will enable their parents
to continue having a positive influence on
Defiance College students and their future
success for years to come. He said, “We
would encourage anyone that would like
to distinguish their parents or other major
influence in their lives to make this same
commitment.”

Ray retired from Defiance College in
1995 at which time he was honored with
the title of Controller Emeritus. He and Jean
continue to reside in their family home on
Defiance’s east side. 4

Raymond and
Jean Derricoftte
Scholarship

If you would like to make a
contribution to the Raymond and
Jean Derricotte Scholarship, you

may do so online at www.defiance.
edu or send to Defiance College,
Office of Institutional Advancement,
at 701 N. Clinton Street, Defiance,
OH 43512. Make your check payable
to Defiance College and make note
of the scholarship on the memo line.
Information for creating an endowed
scholarship may be obtained by
contacting the Office of Institutional
Advancement at 419-783-2371.

CONTINUING RESEARCH

Dr. Mikula’s genetic research
spans 50 years

1

ittle work has been done to show

how genetic systems can respond to
environmental conditions with changes that
are heritable. A grant from the Kettering
Foundation to Defiance College in the
early 1960s made it possible for Dr. Bernie
Mikula, now professor emeritus, and his
students to carry out research under controlled
environmental conditions.

The idea that temperature and light can
have heritable effects on genetic systems has been ignored and/or considered impossible
through most of the 20th century, according to Dr. Mikula. It seems appropriate that this
“scientific dogma” be challenged by someone in a school named Defiance! In annual
meetings over the past 50 years, he and his students have had the opportunity to spread
the word to the universities. Dr. Mikula says they are finally beginning to pay attention.
Younger generations of geneticists don’t find it quite as difficult to accept the role of
environment as having heritable effects on the gene.

The titles of some of Dr. Mikula’s work listed on the Internet reflect the direction in
which he has directed efforts over the past 50 years. The work presented at this year’s
Maize Genetics Conference was an amplification of work that DC alumnus Anthony
Studer and Dr. Mikula worked on in the 1990s, and that he presented at the International
Genetics Conference in Australia in 2003.

The two growth chambers the College was able to purchase back in the 60s are
only four feet by eight feet, so Dr. Mikula and his students couldn’t grow much corn in
them, but they found out that the corn plant only needs to be under controlled conditions
for the first two weeks at 32 degrees or
three weeks at 22 degrees. In fact, the
temperature is very important even for a
period of just two days. The plants receive
“instruction” in that early period when they
are only about eight inches tall. Two months
later when the plants are harvested from
the field, it is found that they “remember”
the conditions in the two- or three-week-
old period. The controlled conditions in the
growth chambers have left a memory that
is “remembered” two months later and also
in the next generation. Since the plants are
much smaller at this early period, more of
them could be treated then moved to the
field to mature for a “memory check.”

Dr. Mikula attended and gave a poster
presentation at the 2009 Maize Genetics
Conference held in St. Charles, Ill. Anthony
Studer, currently a doctoral student at
the University of Wisconsin-Madison,
presented a paper at the conference. 4
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Dr. Bernie Mikula in front of Tenzer Hall.
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